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TO + S/AH - Governor Harriman DATE: May 31, 1967
THROUGH: ARA/IAS =~ Sandy M. Pringle
FROM : ARA/IAS - George Listed

SURJECT: Two Suggestiong Concerning Vietnam

Greetings from the Lower Depths of ARA!

The following are two suggestiones related to the problem
of Vietnam.

1. HWoscow, Hanol and others may well have assumed
that a Middle East crisis would weaken us in Vietnam be-
cause Uncle Sam camot be at full strength everywhere at
- ones. 1f so, the Communists may have outswmarted them~
galves. Actually, the new crisis may have the opposite
effect, for one reason because it takes the spotlight, in
this country and elsevwhere, away from Vietnam. Afr all
events, the present Soviet-Rasser alignment wmight be ex~
ploited to hurt Hamol and the anté-war movement in this
country and abrosd,; in the same way that the Hitler-Stalin
Pact devastated the American Comsmmizt Party. A significant
and active mimority of the anti-war leaders smd activists
are Jews. 1If ir can be shown that Hanei supports Hasser,
at a time when the U.S5, (and LBJ) are the main protectors
of Iszrael, many of these Jews (including some im the
American Commmist Party) will wmodify their present views
¥ on the Vietnam war, Thus, I believe it would be to ocur
ey interest, in this country snd elsevhere (including Vietnam),
v to arrange for skillful, unattributed propagenda exploitation
of availsble material showing Hanol is with Nasser. 1In
addition to influencing some Jews against Hanoi, this would
alse gerve the general purpose of showing the North Vietnamese
as being on the side of the clear aggressor in the Middle East.
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CONFIDENTIAL 2

1t may prove somewhat difficult to find exploitable
statements from Hanel, because the North Vieinamese probably
have gaid relatively little thus far on the Middle East
erigisz. I checked with the FBIS Washington office and they
doubt that they have available any offleizl Hanoi public
comment on the subject. But they believe there might well
have been auch cemment without it having been picked up and
sent in by the FBIS service, since the latter would not
nﬁrmally include Hanel's passing references to the Middle
Zast in their reporting. 1 doubt that the NHorth Vietnamese
Commmunists would publicly lgnore the crisie entiraly, and
it would be awkward for them to deviate very far from the
Moscow line. Therefore, if it turns out that nothing is
readily available on the subiect here in Washingten, it might
be ugeful to ask the field to cable whatever they have or
can pick up from Hanol bhroadcasting and news coverage., Just
a few anti-Israeli or pro-Nasser statements would suffice for
our purposes.

Meanwhile, the attached eii@gi&a showrs hwow the
italiian Commamist ?azcz‘ one of zha wore zophisticated and
sxperienced, is trving to straddle this isgae, which 1s an
gxnlosive one for the Commumists~-cspeciglly 1f it can be
exploited gquickly.

2. CZatirely apsrt from the foregoing, do you think it
would be feasible and desirable to issue an official state-
ment suggesting that 1t would be useful for all concerned
for Hanoi to send a spokesman to this country te debate
Vietnam with one of our spokesmen over nation wide television
for an hour or two? It weuld be important to liwit the debate
to the two men, so that the differences would bhecome crystal
clear and would not be fuzzed by other American and foreign
participants of variocus political views., I believe that the
hardenoeed, dogmatic, doctrinaire attitude, mentality and
line of the Hanoi leaders would come throagh in such a
debate, to our advantage (particularly since the Vietnamese
visitor should have less rapport with the American public
than would our representative). The mere issuance of such
an invitation or challenge might cause Hamol to reconsider
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ite current estimate of the Johnscon administration's relation-
ship with the American people and with the domestic anti-war
movement, Moreover, it would not be easy for Hanol to turn
down such a challenge. However, if the challenge were re-
jectad (as I would guess it would be), we could exploit the
refusal extensively here and around the world, particularly
since the story would have considerable publicity value. If
the challenge were accepted, and the debate did take place,
wo could then propose to Hanol that cur gpokesman be allowed
to participate in a similar debate over Norxrth Vietnamese
radis. Once morve, refusal could be explrited effectively.
Une way or the other; the outcome sheould be ko our advantags.

Both of the foregoing tactics might have sowme
effect on future demestic pelitlcal developments,
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